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January  1951    ,^j  \ 
United  States  Government  Publications 


Information  for  use  at  the  Documentation  Conference  to  be  held 
in  Paris  January  29  regarding  methods  for  European  librarians  to 
order*  United  States  Government  documents  has  been  submitted  by  the 
Superintendent  of  Documents  as  follows: 

"In  ordering  publications  by  mail  from  the  Superintendent  of 
Documents  in  Washington,  D.C.,  European  customers  should  bear  in 
mind  that  the  form  of  the  letter  is  important.  The  exact  title 
of  the  publication  desired,  as  well  as  the  catalog  number  assigned 
to  such  publication  by  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  should 
be  clearly  stated.  A  separate  line  of  the  letter  should  be  used 
for  each  publication  requested.  Customers  arc  urged  to  employ 
the  convenient  order  blanks  provided  by  the  Superintendent  whenever 
they  are  available.  The  name  and  address  to  which  the  publications 
arc  to  be  sent  should  be  indicated  separately  on  the  letter  regard- 
less of  whether  letterhead  stationery  is  used  and  in  addition  to 
the  usual  heading  and  signature  of  the  letter.  Generous  margins 
should  be  allowed  at  the  top  and  bottom  of  the  letter  to  provide 
for  necessary  markings  by  the  Documents  Office  in  handling  requests 
for  publications.  If  the  foregoing  points  arc  observed  in  ordering 
publications,  the  orders  can  be  handled  more  quickly  and  easily. 

"The  rules  under  which  the  Superintendent  of  Documents  operates 
require  that  remittance  be  made  at  the  time  publications  arc 
requested.  Publications  cannot  be  mailed  prior  to  receipt  of 
remittance.  Remittance  should  be  by  International  Honey  Order  or 
by  draft  on  an  American  bank  or  by  document  coupons  sold  by  the 
Superintendent  of  Documents.  Foreign  currency,  coins,  or  postage 
stamps  cannot  be  accepted. 

"Remittance  must  include  the  cost  of  postage  for  mailing.  This 
usually  amounts  to  approximately  one  third  of  the  cost  of  the 
publications  and  should  be  added  to  the  total  cost  of  the  order  in 
computing  amount  of  remittance. 

"Due  to  currency  restrictions  in  many  foreign  countries, 
customers  should  not  overlook  the  convenient  coupons  sold  by  the 
Superintendent  of  Documents  for  use  in  purchasing  publications  and 
paving  for  mailing  charges.  Each  coupon  has  a  value  of  five  cents 
and  they  are  sold  in  sheets  of  twenty  for  $1.00.  They  are  good 
until  used.  Customers  can  purchase  enough  coupons  with  one 
remittance  to  use  for  all  the  orders  they  may  make  in  a  year. 
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th!  "!TaiY.0f  the  Pondation  rationale  des  Sciences  Politique,    to  whan 
the  collection  of  books  and  documents  of  the   Library  of  the  -uropean 

rootres'erf  rf  f^f  *  J"}0— "*  ™S  d°^^   hfi3   2.Sx£«d  a   spLia! 
room  reserved  for  the  study  of  International  delations   in  which  the 

JamXrV'  h?UKed*     ™S  r0°m  WU1  be  °^d  Jo  refers  early  in 
SciLL  ™ -m        Celf\brate   this  °P»ni»S.    the  Fondation  Rationale  des 
a3t°       Politiquea  and   the  Carnebie  Endowment  are  co-jointly  organizing 

I.    -  FIRST  DAY 

^g^|on^t„offlclal  pdqiwtl-,,  f9r  tho  ntuflt  of  Int^M^, 

As  examples,  official  publications  of  four  countries  will  b9  exam- 
ined, presumably  those  of  the  United  States,  France  3  il  ™Tn 
manv.     For   oa^h  n-c   f^„„,.   „,.  .  '   UgI1('ei   ^ei^nam  eund  Ger- 

lnt.r-.loaa  affairs  SLria."  110rUrian3  ™P~»U  f»  tt. 
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Mo lie  A.J.    B^LINFANTE 
Dr.  7.    BOEHM 

Lester  K.   BOM 


A.C.  BREYCHA-VAUTKIER 
Felix  DEBYSER 

Mello  DEMARTRE 
Mme  DETHCMAS 
John  GOCRMAGHTIGH 
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LISTE  des  PARTICIPANT 3 


Istituto  per  gli  Studi  di  Politico  Intornaziona}e 
Via  Clerici  5,  Milan,  Italic. 

,r,'orld  Peace  Foundation,  40  Mt.  vernon  Street, 
Boston,  Mass. 

Bibliotheque  du  Palais  de  la  Paix,  La  Hayo,  Pays-Bas. 

Bibliothecaire  en  chef  de  l'C.E.C.E. , 
2  rue  Andre  Pascal,  Paris  LSene. 

Special  Assistant  on  Microfilm  Program,  Library  of 
Congress,  7,'ashington,  D.D. 

Secretary  General  International  Council  on  Archives, 
Unesco  House,  19  Avenue  KLeber,  Paris  16ene. 

Directeur  de  la  3ibliothequo  des  Eat  ions  Uniea 
Geneve ,  Suisse. 

Directeur  de  le  Bibliotheque  de  Documentation 

Internationale  Contemporaine 

5  rue  Auguste  Vacquerie,  Paris  16£me. 

Documentation  Francaise,  rue  Lord  Byron,  Paris  8; 

Association  Internationale  de  Science  Politiq' 

Directeur  du  Programme  European  de  la  Dota' 

pour  la  Paix  Internationale 

173  Boulevard  Saint  Genr:ain,  Pari3  Geme 

Directeur  de  l'Institut  des  Relatione 

31  rue  Montoyer,  Bruxellos,  Belgique 

Library  of  the  Royal   Institute  of 
Chatham  House,  10  St.   James's  Sqi 
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COHERENCE     DE     D  0  C  U  M  E  1;  T  A  T   I  0  N 
29-30   Janvier  1951 


LISTE  DES  DOCUMENTS  DE  TRAVAIL 


1.  Lea  publications  cfficielles  du  gouvernement  francais 

per  M.  Rou83ier,  Bibliothecaire  de  la  Bibliotheque  Administrative  de  la 
Prefecture  de  la  Seine. 

2.  United  States  Government  Publications 

by  Carl  H.  Melinat,  Associate  Professor,  School  of  Library  Science, 
Syracuse  University,  Syracuse,  K.Y, 

3.  Outline  for  the  Study  of  Treatment  of  Newspapers  and  Periodicals  in 
a  Snail  Research  Library 

by  Donal  Wasson,  Assistant  Librarian,  Council  on  Foreign  Relations, 
New  York. 

4.  Indexing  Periodicals 

by  The  Royal   Institute  of  International  Affairs,   Chatham  House, 
London. 


5.  Traduction  d'uno  lettre  du  Dr.Tiemann,  Directeur  de  la  Bibliotheque 
de  l'Etat  et  de  l'Universite"   de  Hambourg. 

6.  Contribution  k  1' etude  des  sources  de  documentation  pour  les  relations 
Internationales 

par  M.   Jean  Moyriat,  Directeur  des  Services  de  Documentation  da  la  Pondction 
Rationale  des  Sciences  Politiques. 

7.  Note  on  the  Press  Library  at  Chatham  House 
by  Miss  Lois  Simpson. 


United  States  Government  Publications,  propared  by  Miss  Mary  Parsons 
U3ESC0,  Compte  rendu  de  la  Conference  sur  I1 amelioration  des  Services 

Bibliographiques 
UNESCO,  Genoral  Report  of  the  Conference  on  the  Improvement  of 

Bibliographical  3ervicos. 
UNESCO,  List  of  official  and  semi-official  publications  in  Germany. 
Library  of  Congress,  Foreign  Microfilm  Program, 
ritish  Library  of  Political  ond  Economic  Science,  Guide  to  tho  Collections, 
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Document   de  Travail  N°l 


LES  PUBLICATIONS  OFFICIELLES  DU  GOUVEENEiuENT  FRJICAIS 
par  M,  RGUS3IER 
Biblioth<*caire  de  la  Bibliotheque  Administrative  a  1 'Hotel  do  Ville  de  Paris 


De  nos  jours  l'interet  et  la  valeur  des  publications  officiellea  n'eat  plua 
a  demontrer.  Mais   il  n'en  fut  pas  toujours  ainsi.  En  1848  LA  PEYRIE  le  montralt 
dans    sa  preface  a  sa  Bibliogranhie  administrative,    .suivie  d'une  liste  des  do- 
cuments officiels  etudes  principeux  ouvrafies  publics   nn  Vrr.nr.*  9Ur  lea  diverses 
matiems  de  1' administration,  une  des  premieres  bibliographies  de  publications 
officielles,  et  rngrettait  de  les  voir  si  peu  repandues  nt  consultaes. 

Et  malgre  1' example  de  la  Bibliotheque  du  Congros  americain  qui  depula  186? 
const ituo  une  collection  eussi  complete  que  possible  des  documents  officiels  de 
tous  les  pays  du  monde,  malgre  les   interventions  de  nombreiu  parlementaires 
francaia   (notamment  M._HOMOR^T  en  1913)   qui  comprirent  l'interet  d'une  paroille 
collection,  les  publications  officielles  franchises  resterent  jusqu'a  ces  der- 
nieres  annees  en  Prance  eussi  peu  repandues  et  aussi   ignorees  que  du  temps  de 
Li  PEYRIE. 

Ce  n'est  qu'en  1937  -^ue  M.  Georges  B03NET,  I.finistre  des  Finances  cr6ait 
une  commission  des  Publications  administratives.     En  1938  M.  da  DAMPIERRE, 
archiviste  paleographe,   fut  charge  "d'assurar. . .   la  realisation  de  l'lnven- 
taire  general  des  publications  officielles  franchises".   La  guerre  ne  permit 
pas  cette  realisation  et  seul  le  premier  fascicule  do  l'Inventaire  ooncernent 
les  publications  par lementa ires,  vit   le  Jour  (1).     M.   de  DiMPIERBg  entreprit 
alors  d'Studier  les  diffflrents  probleme3  concernant  les  publication*  offi- 
cielles et  put  faire  paraftre  en  1942  un  important  ouvrage :  Les  Publications 
officielles  des  Pouvoirs  Publics.   Etude  critique   et  administratis   fp^ria, 
Picard,   1942.-  In-8,   632  p.    ill.).     Toutes  les  questions  qu,>  pose  leur  etude 
(genSse  et  definition,  classification,   regime,  mise  en  oeuvre )  y  sont  mcgia- 

(1)  Ministere  de  1' Instruction  Publique.   Inventaire  genSrel  des  Publications 
offioielles.  Premier©  ssrie.   Institutions  centrales  de  l'jrtat.  Tom©  premier, 
Publications  administrative*  ot  techniques,  1937-1938.-  Paris,  B»rgar- 
Lsrrault,  1940.   In-8,  100  p.  3n  rente  k  la  aiblloth«qa«  Jfelloml*. 
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FONDATION  NATIONALS  DES  SCIENCES  POLITIQUES 

and 
CARNEGIE  ENDOWMENT  FOR  INTERNATIONAL  PEACE 
European  Centre 
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DJJCUMIHTAIIOH       CONFERENCE 
January  29-30,   1961 


Working  Paper  No.  ?, 


UNITED  STATES  GOVERNMENT  PUBLICATIONS 
Prepared  by- 
Carl  H.  Melinat 
Associate  Professor,  School  of  Library  Science 
Syracuse  University,  Syracuse,  N,Y. 


Types  of  U.S.  official  publications 

The  United  States  of  America  is  unique  among  the  modern  governments  of  the 
world  in  having  existed  from  its  beginning  in  an  age  of  the  printed  page. 
This  is  not  to  say  that  its  governmental  records  have  always  been  fully 
recorded,  for  they  have  not.  However,  printed  records  of  some  sort  do  exist 
from  its  beginning  and  they  have  been  regularly  expanded  to  thd  point  where  the 
U.S.  government  today  is  one  of  the  largest  and  most  prolific  publishers  in  the 
world. 

U.S.  officiel  publications  emanate  from  each  of  the  three  branches  of  the 
Federal  government.  They  consist  of  the  following  types  of  material: 

1.  Legislative 

a.  Bills,  laws,  statutes,  codes 

The  finished  work  of  Congress  ia  in  the  form  of  law.  in  their 
various  stages  of  publication,  Federal  laws  are  published  as  bills, 
pamphlet  laws,  and  compiled  statutes  of  each  session,  and  are 
finally  incorporated  into  codes  of  existing  law. 
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FONDaTIGN  NATIG2ALE  DES  SCIENCES  POLITIQUE 

and 

CARNEG  IE  ENDOY/LIENT  FOR   IHTSRJSLIIOMLL  ?E*CE 

European  Centre 


DOCDMEHAIIOI       C  G  IT  P  E  R  E  N  C  E 
January  2  9-30,  1951 


Working  Paper  N°  3 


OUTLINE  FOR  THE  STUDY  OF   IHEATMEKT   OF   NEWSPAPERS 
AND  PERIODICALS   IN  A   SMALL  RESEARCH  LIBRARY 

*y 

Donald  'Va 3 son, 
Assistant  Librarian 
Council  on  Foreign  Relations,  Hew  York 


According  to  cne  authority,  the  objectives  of  the  student  of  international 
relations  are  as  follows:  (1)  analysis  of  the  various  forces  v.hich  influence 
the  foreign  policies  of  the  principal  states  of  the  world;  (2)  critical 
examination  of  the  methods  which  states  use  to  carry  on  their  business  with 
each  other,  and  the  instrumentalities  which  thoy  have  established  for  that 
purpose;  (3)  assessment  of  contemporary  economic,  political  and  legal  relations 
among  states,  and  the  trends  which  they  reveal;  (4)  study  of  the  means  by  which 
conflicts  may  be  adjusted;  and  (5)  consideration  of  the  legal  and  moral 
principles  which  should  govern  intercourse  among  nations. 

Knowing  the  interests  of  our  clientele  and  their  needa,  we  must  decide  on 
the  sources  of  information  to  be  made  available .  These  generally  fall  into 
two  large  olasses:  books  and  periodicals.  For  the  purpose  of  this  discussion 
we  define  a  periodical  as  any  publication  appearing  regularly  in  the  same  form, 
whether  daily,  weekly,  monthly  or  quarterly.   There  is  no  question  of  the 
importance  of  this  type  of  literature.   It  has  two  outstanding  qualities,  both 
equally  important.  The  first  quality  is  that  of  up-to-dateness  or  timeliness; 
the  second  is  the "high  proportion  of  source  or  primary  material  found  in  this 
type  of  literature.  There  are  periodicals  to  suit  e^ery  need,  but  in  the 

(1)  Grayson  Kirk.  The  Study  of   International  Relations.   N.Y.  CFR,  1947,  p. 8-9. 
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'.Yorking  Paper  IT84 


INDEXING  PERIODICALS 

prepared  by  Royal  Institute  of  International  Affairs 
Chatham  House f  London 


1.  It  la  agread  that  in  studying  such  a  topical  and  rapidly  changing  subject 
as  international  affairs  periodical  literature  ia  an  essential  supplement 
to  a  book  collection. 

2.  Two  major  problems  stand  out  for  any  organization  where  there  is  a  limited 
budget. 

a)   What  periodicals  to  take  (this  will  be  dealt  with  later  notes 
8-9). 


b)   How  to  make  the  most  efficient  c.nd  most  economical  use  of  those 
taken  (notes  3-7) . 

3.  It  is  relevant  to  assess  the  usefulness  for  cne'3  own  purposes  of  the 
existing  published  indexing  services. 

4.  Hailing  decided  to  make  one's  :>wn  index  further  considerations  of  detail 
arise.   It  is  often  possible  to  some  extent  to  divide  periodicals  into 
categories  according  to  the  degree  of  indexing  necessary. 

5.  Those  highly  specialised  periodicals  dealing  consistently  and  entirely 
with  a  narrow  range  of  subjects  may  be  catalogued  once  and  for  all  under 
the  subject  headings  chosen. 

Thereafter  articles  in  these  periodicals  may  be  ignored  fcr  indexing 
purposes  except  when  they  deal  with  a  subject  outside  the  decided  subject 
headings.   For  example  : 

Espana  economica 
Israel  economist. 
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Document  da  Travail  ne  5 


TRADUCTION  D'UNE  LETTRE  DU  Dr.   TIEI/iANN, 
DIRECTEUR  DE  LA  BIBLICTHEQUE  DE  L'ETAT  ET  DE  L'UNITERSITE 

de  HAMBCURG 


3  Janvier  1951. 

.    ...En  ce  qui  concerne  les  publications   afficielles  allemandes  la  division 
de  1'Allnmagne   qui  a   resulte  de  la  guerre  et  la  creation  des  differentes 
zones  d' occupation  n'ont  pas  permis  de  recueillir  une  vue  generale  d'enaem- 
ble  des'publications  off icielles  parues  en  Allemagne.     Avant  la  guerre,  la 
Deutsche  Bu'cherei  de  Leipzig  publiait  le   : 

"Monatliche  Verzeicfinis  der  reichadeutschen  antllahen 
Druckschriften"  (depuis  1928) 

qui  comportait  1' ensemble  preaque  complet  des  publications,  mais  qui  n'a  pas 
reparu  depuis  la  guerre.     D'apres  une  communication  de  la  Deutsche  Bu'cherei, 
une  liste  manuscrite  a  ete  etablie  pour  l'annee  1949  et  une  autre  est  en 
preparation  pour  i950.     II  reste  a   savoir  si,  etant  donne  los  difficultes  da 
communication  avec  Leipzig,  ces  listes  aeront  aussi  completes  que  l'etaient 
celles  d'avant-guerre.     Les  publications  remplacant  jusqu'a  present  ces 
catalogues   sont  les  suivantes: 

1.  Bibliographie  nationals  allemande ,  serie  3.   Publications  nouveilea 
hora  du  commerce  de  la  librairie   (bi-mensuelle   editeo  par  la 
Deutsche  Bu'cherei  (Leipzig) 

2.  Bibliographie-  de  la  Bibliotheque  allemande   (publiee  hebdomadairement 
par  la  Bibliotheque  allemande   (Francfort-sur-le-IvJain) . 

Ces  listes  sont  cependant  tres   incompletes.     Un  controle  effectue  pour 
les  publications  parues  dans'la  zone  britannique  au  cours  du  3e  trimestre  de 
1950  a  fait'ressortir  pour  ces  deux  listes  38  titres  qui  sont  recus  par  la 
Bibliotheque  de  l'Etat  et  de  l'UniversitS  de  Hambourg,   tandis  que  nous  rece- 
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Centre  Europe on 


CONFERENCE     do     DOCUMENTATION 
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Document  de  Travail  N°  6 

CONTRIBUTION  A  L'ETUDE  DES  SOURCES  DS  DOCUMENTATION 
CONTRIBUTE  LES  RELATIONS   KTEPA.TIOILJJSS . 
Rapport  preliminairo  aur  1 -utilisation  do  la  Presso 

(Du  point  do  vug  d'un  usagor  parision) 

par  M.  Joan  MZYRIaT 
Dircotour  dos  Services  do  Dooumfflittttio^ 
d9  la  Fondation  National*  dos  Scioncoa  Politique. 


*  presso  constituo  unc ^doa  curios  do  sources  ££-"£ 

VZHSftt  Sff^-tffKSTtfS:  etudio  una  p<- 
riodo  plus  contemporaino. 

mo  arrive  a  otro  ^lal-ont  Ijjortaata  pou^ -qui  .Jjryj. 
do  comprondro  l'actualite  intornationalo  au  fur  et  a  mosuro  qu 

Cotto  importance  a  d'aillourj  M  .^XtiS-'^cSIu^.. 

grandos  institutions  specialises  on  l'etudo  doa  relations  interna 

la  premiere  d'ontre  olles,  "jaaJBaB]    Tn;tltate  "^ffjp^ 
AlttW-  ^eniso  tre.  tat  un  service  do  coupures  do  pr  •  a  J  "J-^ 
^cTo  uno  partio  important °  *  ""  °f  ^J^ffi, '*  *•  uaagors  do  aa 
grando  utilite  pour  loa  membros  do  cotto  o*S^i"*"  analogues  organiserent 
Mbliothequo.  A  cot  example  loa  autrea   ^■"^J^otSqS.  .p«claliMu. 
dos  services  du  memo  genre,  ct  la  plupart  Jjj»«*i  ""V™  ^  dossiers  do 
comportont  un  service  annexe  ou  -out  ooaatxt uia  ot  cons orvs  % 

coupures  do  presso.  Plus  g^^g'  ^  J.  J  So  To.  relation,  interna- 
considers©  commo  uno  source  essonticllo  pour  x 

tionalo*. 
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